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CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Anillnesscaused by theprotozoan Cryptosporidium parvum
and characterized by diarrhea, abdominal cramps, anorexia, low -gradefever, nauseaand
vomiting. I nfected personsmay beasymptomati c. Thediseasecanbeprolongedandlife-
threateninginseverelyimmunocompromised persons.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Laboratory confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:

e Detectionof Cryptosporidiumoocystsinstool by microscopicexamination, OR

e Detectionof Cryptosporidiumoocystsinsmall bowel biopsy specimensor intesting

fluid, OR

o Detectionof Cryptosporidiumaoocyst or sporozoiteantigensby immunodiagnostic
methods, e.g., ELISA, OR

o Detectionby PCRtechniqueswhenroutinely avail able, OR

e Demondtrationof reproductivestagesintissuepreparations.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: Symptomaticand asymptomatic casesthat are
|aboratory confirmed.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacteddirectly, notificationshall bemadeby electronic
submissionor by telephonetotheemergency number of theDivisionof Epidemiology and
HedthPanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky Reportable Disease Form —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan./03).

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Assesscasefor associationwithhigh-risk setting (e.g., day care, food handling, or health
careprovider).

o Excludesymptomaticpatientsfromfoodhandlinguntil asymptomatic, andfromdirect care
of hospitalized andingtitutionalized patientsu ntil asymptomatic.
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Conduct cluster investigationif two or morecasesoccur inaclosegeographicor temporal
setting or if casesshareacommon potential exposure(e.g., recreational water, community
event, farm-animd - rel ated exposure).

[1l.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, FOOD SAFETY AND
COSMETICSBRANCH: 502-564-7181.

C. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OFLABORATORY
SERVICES: 502-564-4446.

IV. RELATEDREFERENCES
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